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ADMINISTRATIVE MANUAL AMJ103

COUNTY OF L.OS ANGELES Article 1 *
_ DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS , 04-27-09
BUILDING AND SAFETY DIVISION , Page 1 of 2

T ' '
The purpcse of this AM is to establish the requirements for the backfilling of existing residential or

commercial swimming pools or spas. The method of backfilling approved by Bulldlng and Safety
depends on the intended future use of the fill by the applicant at the time the application is filed.

A pool or spa may be backfilled with engineered fill suitable for the support of footings of a new structure

at a future date (ltem 1) or the pool or spa shell may be left in-place and backfilled with uncertified
fill (item 11). In both cases, a permit is required.

BACKFILLING WITH STRUCTURAL COMPACTED FILL

Requirements for Placement of Engineered Fill: In accordance with Section J107 of Appendix J of
the 2008 Los Angeles County Code, all material used to backfill swimming pools or spas shall be
approved compacted fill, and compacied to a minimum of 90 percent relative compaction in
accordance with ASTM D 1557. Such fill shall be tested for relative compaction by an accredited
soils testing agency recognized and approved by Building and Safety (B&S).

A final compaction report prepared by a licensed civil or geotechnical engineer shall be submitted to
B&S for review and approval prior to the Building Inspector granting approval of any fil. The
following steps shall be followed when backfilling with structural compacted fill:

i

. A site/plot plan showing pool/spa dimensions and setbacks from property lines and other
- structures on the property.

.2. A grading permit shall be obtained indicating the total cubic yards of fili specified (or esumated)

and that the pool/spa fill Is compacted.

3. Permit technicians must enter pertinent information in DAPTS, on the job jacket, and on house
numbering map.

4. Applicants must clearly indicate on the application the source of the dirt, to ensure that no
unpermitted or improper grading operations are being conducted on site for the purpose of
obtaining the needed dirt o fill the pool or spa.

5. The pool or spa shell shall be removed from the site upon soils engineer recommendation. The
pool or spa may remain, upon review and approval by B&S, if the engineer recommends the
focation and percentage of the pool's bottom to be broken to aHow for drainage.

6. If a bond beam is being demolished, concrete debris must not be placed within the pool’s ﬂll
material.

7. The bottom of the pool or spa shall be inspected and approved by the soils engineer and B&S
prior to placing of the compacted fill. .

8. Existing gas/plumbing lines shall be properly capped; electrical wiring for pool equrpment and
pool lighting must be disconnected and removed.

9. Note on approved site plans that “Foundation for any newly proposed struciure shall not be
poured pnor to approval of the final compao’non report by B&S and issuance of applicable
permits”.

10. B&S shall be notified when the grading operation is ready for each of the following inspections:

a. Bottom/excavation lnspectlon
b. Finalinspection

. BACKFILLING WITH UNCERTIFIED FILL AND LEAVING THE POOL OR SPA SHELL IN PLACE

Conditions of Approval: Leaving the pool or spa shell in-place and backfilling with uncertified fill may
be allowed in self contained areas where the fills are not to be used to support buildings or structures
and no hazard will be created by this activity as determined by B&S.




AM J103 ADMINISTRATIVE MANUAL

. The following steps shall be followed:
1. A site/plot plan showing existing pool/spa dimensions and setbacks from property lines and other
' structures on the property.
2. A grading permit shall be obtained lndlcatmg the total cubic yards of fill specified. The permit
shall clearly indicate that the fill is uncertified.
3. Permit technicians must enter clear information in DAPTS, on the job jacket, and on house
numbering map that the pool/spa fill is un-compacted and not suitable for buildings. '

4. File the site plan in the job jacket, and place a note on the job jacket as well as DAP 'S stafing
“Restricted area on site, not suitable for Building”.

5. The existing pool or spa shall not be located on ground sloping steéper than 10 percent. In the
event that the pool is located on ground sloping steeper than 10 percent, then the backfilling
procedures in ltem | of this AM (backfilling with structural compacted fill) shall be followed.

6

.. Applicants must clearly indicate on the application the source of the dirt, to ensure that no

unpermitted or improper grading operations are being conducted on site for the purpose of
obtaining the needed dirt to fill the pool or spa.

7. The plot plan shall have the following notes:

~ = Provide a minimum of three drainage holes, a minimum of 24 inches in diameter, in the

bottom of the poollspa, a maximum of 8 feet apart to facilitate drainage. ‘At least oﬁe hole
shall be located in the deepest.section of the pool shell.

s Backfill material shall consist of clean soil or gravel.

« Inspection and approval for all drainage holes by B&S is required prior fo placemem of
any fills.
8. The backfilled area shall be used for landscaping purposes only.

A "Covenant for A Restricted Use Area Regarding Maintenance of Uncertified Poo!/Spa Fill* form
(Attachment A) as prowded by B&S must be completed. Approval of the document must be
obtained from B&S prior {o filing with the County Recorder. After the covenant is recorded; a
certified copy of the covenant must be provided to B&S by the apphcant prior to the issuance of
any demo or grading parmits.

Existing gas/plumbing lines shall be properly capped; elecmcal Wmng for pool equxpment and
pool lighting must be disconnected and removed.

If 2 bond beam is demolished, the concrete debris from the bond bsam may be placed in the
bottom of the-pool to facilitate drainage; provided however, no concrete debris less than 6" in
‘diameter, including coping, are placed within the required drainage holes.

12. B&S shall be notified when the grading operation is ready for each of the following inspections:

a. Bottom inspection after required drainage holes have been made and prior fo placement'of
any fill. =~ -

b. Final Inspection.

10.

11.

WRITTEN BY:

e Nl

+

MAZEK/DUDAR
Semo/r Civil Engineer

REVIEWED/RECOMMENDED BY: APPROVED BY:

HASTAN ALAMEPDINE RA PA\EH o
. Chief Engineer ‘ Supenn’tendent of Building

G:\Documen’(s and Settings\lucero\WWy Documents\AM J103 Backfilt of Pools.doc
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RECORTING REQUESTED BY AND MAL T0:

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ‘
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS ‘
BUILDING AND SAFETY DIVISION -

900 S. FREMONT AVENUE, 3RD FLOOR :
ALHAMBRA, CA 91803-1331 ' S

*

Space ;above this line is for Recorder’s use

- REGARDING M}JMTENANC;E_ OF UNCERTIFIED POOLISPA FILL
Pursuant to Section 110 of the County d¢illos Angeles Building Code, Title 26, the defined area as shown on the
attached Exhibit is recorded as A RESTIRICTED USE AREA. This area shall remain clear of any future construction

unless approved by the Building Offickd "The purpose of which is to identify uncertified pads and grading on the l

property.

The undersigned hereby ceriify that(l amjifwe are) the owner(s) of real property located in the County of Los Angeles;,
State of Califgmia that is hereinafter legeliy? describad (as follows, on the attached exhibii(s)) . EXf7 /B'JT A\ o
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: N

[OT_OMJ _ BLOCK___ .m»f;'r‘ IQIO7 ASSESSOR'SID._# 85 )00 017

asrecordedin BOOK_____* ~ FPMGE_ -, Records of Los Angeles County.

This -prdpériy is ldcat,eﬁdandzmov.m 2s mﬁbmw;g 'ADDEESé: Q.B&é 5 J ﬂO&’Wé’Z[E /46/- MOUQWIH ‘6?2? ]0) /&

This covenant and agreement s execubex:es a condition of approval from the County of Los Angeles, Depariment
of Public Works, Building and Safety Dinisshion - : )

| am (We are) fully aware that an existinggool orspa shell was left in-place and backfilled with unceriified fill on this site
(SEE ATTACHED PLOT PLAN FOR LOWCHTION). Furthermore, | am (we are) fully aware that uncertified fills are not o
be used to support buildings or structures...As a condition of the approval granted by the County of Los Angeles Building
and Safety Division, | (we) agree o use-Hiiis srea only for open space and not for any Building or structural support.

This cove,n_an’t-andaagi?ée-ment shal run with =il of the above described land and shall be binding upon ourselves, and
future owners, encumbrances, +helr stexssors, heirs or assignees and shall continue in. effect until released by the

authority of the Building Official ofthe Cwunty of Los Angeles upon submittal of request, applicable fees and evidence-

that this covenant gnd agresmentis ne bipgsr required by law. '

. hereby certify that | (we) am (are) the legal owner(s) of

Property indicated bove, and a8 suchowmers for the mutual benefit of future purchasers, their heirs, successors, and - -

assigns, do hereby fix the following proledive-conditions to which their property, or portions thereof, shallbe held, sold,
and/or conveyed. ’

Owner(s): By. _- ' _ Date: _
: By: ' ' Date: ]
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY 0F_—-Zre s3 0 52 LS on//=// , 206 _before me,
;gz,qe;_é't E. [l Notrary Pustsc _ personally appeared Leap fA Ofors cex~to , Who proved to me the
(Name and Title of the Orficer) - (Name of Signer) :
basis of satisfactory -evidence to be tix parson(d) whose name subscribed to the within instrument and
acknowledged to me that(figjsheiry mxecuted the same in their authorized capacity(ies), and that by

#heir signatures(s) on the instnment the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted,
Sxecuted the instrument. | certify undlas’ PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing paragraph is true and corred.

WITNESS my hand and official seale— .
Signature ' :

MARTY E. BRILL - &
Coun. # 1810990 - 13
OTARY PUBLIC-CALIFORNIA it
1,08 ANGELES COUNTY j
My Com, Exe. Auc. 24, 2042

(Signz ure <At iy Public)

RECORDING.

APPROVED BY:_FAaDy KLl
_ - (PrintName)

CADocuments and SettingsViucero\Wy Documents\AM J103 Attachment A Covenant.doc

e,

0091703388 Z ~
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This Is a true and certfied copy of the record
¥ it bears the seal, imprinted in purple ink, /
of the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk
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The purpose of this AM is to establish the requirements for the backfilling of existing residential or

ADMINISTRATIVE MANUAL AM J103

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES Articleq
.. _ DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS , 04-27-09
BUILDING AND SAFETY DIVISION f Page 1 of 2

commerclal swimming pools or spas. The method of backfilling approved by Buiiding and Safety
depends on the intended future use of the fill by the applicant at the time the application is filed.

A pool or spa may be backfilled with engineered fill suitable for the support of footings of a new structure
at a future date (ltem 1) or the pool or spa shell may be left in-place and backfilled with uncertified

fill (tem N). In both cases, a permit is required.

L.

2. A grading permit shall be obtaine

BACKFILLING WITH STRUCTURAL COMPACTED FILL

Reguirements for Placement of Engineered Fill: In accordance with Section J107 of Appendix J of
the 2008 Los Angeles County Code, all material used to backfill swimming pools or spas shall be
approved compacted fill, and compacted o a minimum of 80 percent relative compaction in
accordance with ASTM D 1557. Such fill shall be tested for relative compaction by an accredited
soils testing agency recognized and approved by Buildinggd Safety (B&S).

B&S for review and approval prior to the Buil

ng Inspector grantindapproval of any fill. The
following steps shall be followed when backfilling

& ih structura actepPfill:

1. A site/plot plan showing pool/spa dirf}fons and set from property lines and other
- structures on the property. : i

Lg#ing the total culllc yards of fill specified (or estimated),

¥ informatiow S, on the job jacket, and on house

\ the applicgn th® source of the dirt, to ensure that no

unpermitted or improper grading operations are DNgg conducted on site for the purpose of
obtaining the needed dirt to {if'Ng# pool or spa.

5. The pool or spa shell shall bEMoved from thegsite upon soils engineer recormmendation. The
pool or spa may remai % review and ap@foval by B&S, if the engineer recommends the
location and percentage ¥ thejpool's bottoMo be broken to allow for drainage.

6. If a bond beam is being Ngg#blished, oncreWg debris must not be placed within the pool's ffll
material. '

7. The botiom
prior to placin
8. Existing gas/pl

and that the pool/spa fill is compacte
3. Permit technicians must enter pertij
numbering map.

spa shall be inSggcted and approved by the soils engineer and B&S
nes shall be properly capped; electrical wiring for pool "équibmeht and
isconnected and removed. )

9. Note on approved plans that “Foundation for any newly proposed structure shall nog be
poured prior to approval of the final compaction report by B&S and issuance of applicable
permits”. :

10. B&S shall be notified when the grading operation is ready for each of the following inspections:

a. Bottom/excavation inspectio
b. Final inspection :

BACKFILLING WITH UNCERTIFIED FILL AND LEAVING THE POOL OR SPA SHELL IN PLACE

Conditions of Approval: Leaving the pool or spa shell in-place and backfilling with uncertified fill hay
be allowed in self contained areas where the fills are not to be used to support buildings or structures
and no hazard will be created by this activity as determined by B&S.
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) The following steps shall be followed:

1. A site/plot plan showing existing pool/spa dimensions and setbacks from property lines and other
structures on the property. ' !

2. A grading permit shall be obtained indicatiné the total cubic yards of fill specified. The permit. L

shall clearly indicate that the fill is uncertified.
3. Permit technicians must enter clear information in DAPTS, on the job jacket, and on house
numbering map that the pool/spa fill is un-compacted and not suitable for buildings.

4. File the site plan in the job jacket, and place a note on the job jacket as well as DAPTS stating
“Restricted area on site, not suitable for Building”. :

5. The existing pool or spa shall not be located on ground sloping steeper than 10 percent. Inthe

event that the pool is located on ground sloping steeper than 10 percent, then the backfilling
procedures in ltem | of this AM (backfilling with structural compacted fill) shall be followed.
6. Applicants must clearly indicate on the application the source of the dirt, fo ensure that no

unpermitted or improper grading operations are being conducted on site for the purpose of
. obtaining the needed dirt to fill the pool or spa.

7. The plot plan shall have the following notes:
s Provide a minimum of three drainage holes, a minimum of 24 inches in diameter, in the

bottom of the pool/spa, a maxim’i?t’ﬁ-.,pf 8 feet apart to facilitate drainage. At least one hole
shall be located inthe section | shell.

» Backifill material shal : _ :
= Inspection and appfoval for all drainage h es by B&S is required prior fo placement of
: any fills. ‘ "
8. The backfilled area shall be us rposes only.
9. A "Covenant for A Restricted U .
(Attachment A) as provided by must be complgted. ,f/‘@proval of the document must be
obtained from B&S prior {o filing witk the County ReCgrdfr. After the covenant is recorded; a
certified copy of the covenant must be prgﬁided to B&S a the applicant prior to the issuance of

any demo or grading permits. #

10. Existing gas/plumbing lines shall be\properly capped; elegrical wiring for pool equipment and
pool lighting must be disconnected an®remgyét. '

11. If a bond beam is demolished, the congefe debris from the Hond beam may be placed in the
bottom of the pool to facilitate drainad®; provided however, §
diameter, including coping, are placed within w required draing¥g holes.

12. B&S shall be notified when the grading operaiRn is ready for eagh ofesthe following inspections:

- a. -Bottom inspection after required drainage holgghave been
any fill. . i
b. Final Inspection. : - &

amadgand prior. to placement of
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